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CONFIDENTIAL ANKARA 2528 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, TU, IZ 

SUB J : PARLIAMENT AGAIN REJECTS MARTIAL LAW ON BORDER 
WITH IRAQ 

REF: (A) ANKARA 2507 (B) ANKARA 2469 

1. ON MARCH 28 LOWER HOUSE OF TURKISH PARLIAMENT AGAIN 

VOTED AGAINST IMPOSITION OF MARTIAL LAW IN FOUR PROVINCES BORDERING 

IRAQ (REF A). UNLIKE PREVIOUS DAY, QUORUM 

WAS PRESENT; AND VOTE WAS 350 AGAINST, 56 FOR, AND 2 ABSTAINING. 

AT SAME SESSION, HOUSE APPROVED ANOTHER ONE-MONTH EXTENSION OF 
MARTIAL LAW IN ANKARA, ISTANBUL, ICEL, AND ADANA PROVINCES ON 
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GROUNDS OF CONTINUING TENSION OVER CYPRUS. 
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2. COMMENT: PARLIAMENT'S ACTION IS REBUFF OF COUNCIL OF MINISTERS 

AND NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL, BOTH OF WHICH HAD RECOMMENDED MARTIAL 

LAW IN BORDER PROVINCES, AND OF ARMED FORCES AS WELL, 

WHICH ARE STRONGLY REPRESENTED IN NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL. 

HOWEVER, PARLIAMENTARY DECISION DOES NOT HAVE EFFECT ON GOVERNMENT'S 
DECISION TO REFUSE TO ADMIT KURDISH REFUGEES (REFTELS). 
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